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What do you know about Memorial
Hospital of Lafayette County?
It’s likely you already know that rural
hospitals like Memorial Hospital of
Lafayette County provide access to
essential care, health, and wellness
services for friends, family, and
neighbors close to home. The
availability of local, timely access
to care saves lives and reduces the
added expense, lost work hours, and
inconvenience of traveling to facilities
farther away. Every day, under all
circumstances, the people of MHLC
strive to provide high-quality care
with compassion, safety, and each
patient’s individual needs as their
guide.
What you may not know is that in
addition to being a lifeline for those
in need of emergent and primary
care, rural community hospitals are
the centerpiece of economic viability,
MHLC being no exception. In 2019, the
hospital’s direct economic impact was
$18 million, while our indirect impact
on our local economy was $13 million.
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In addition to contributions to our local
economy, MHLC was responsible for
$15 million in salaries paid solely from
MHLC operations last year.
Did you also know that for 70 years,
MHLC has been deeply rooted in the
community and the driver of many
community
wellness
programs?
MHLC is a long-time collaborator
and supporter for our local schools,
businesses,
and
county-based
programs. Before the COVID-19
pandemic, if there was a community
event or gathering, it’s likely the
person standing beside you had
some form of affiliation to MHLC. In
other words, the community is the
heart of your local hospital. Through
these changing and challenging
times, MHLC continues to be wholly
committed to leading Lafayette County
to a healthier tomorrow, which is why
we are launching a new communitywide initiative we’re calling “Healthier
Lafayette County.”

Healthier Lafayette
County (HLC) is
a reinstatement
of our long-term
commitments to
our community
in that we will
continue to:
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Protect
and invest in
our community’s
health infrastructure
responsibly.
Advance and increase
the services we offer
in accordance with
community needs and
driven by data.
Strive to be the region’s
preferred healthcare
employer, investing in our
team’s skills development.
Deliver the highest
quality of care and
service to all
those we
serve.

In this issue..

Welcome to the first
of many editions of
Living Healthier, one
of the communication
components of the
Healthier Lafayette
County initiative. Here,
you will find informative
and educational health
features that focus on
the collective well-being,
resiliency, and quality
of life for all residents of
Lafayette County.
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What is Healthier
Lafayette County?
Healthier Lafayette County (HLC)
is a reinstatement of our long-term
commitments to our community in
that we will continue to:
1. Protect and invest in
our community’s health
infrastructure responsibly.
2. Advance and increase the
services we offer in accordance
with community needs and
driven by data.
3. Strive to be the region’s
preferred healthcare employer,
investing in our team’s skills
development.
4. Deliver the highest quality of
care and service to all those we
serve.

The heart of community
wellness is access to
quality healthcare.
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Each of the four components of HLC are not new initiatives;
however, we recognize that our community may not
always make the connection to what they hear and read
about to our commitments as they are defined above. In
2021, everything we do, the decisions we make about
the hospital facility’s future, new services and providers,
our community programs, and how we train, support, and
protect the safety and wellbeing of our staff can be traced
back to the framework of the Healthier Lafayette County
initiative.
With all we do, we are committed to increasing and
enhancing our communication with our community. We
know that MHLC, our operations, the complexities of
delivering care, especially in a pandemic, may not be top of
mind in your household; however, we want you to know that
your health and wellbeing, that of your children and future
generations are our priority 365/24/7, as it should be.

Saying it with
Symbols
You recognize
your favorite
and popular
commercial brand
images when
you see them, no
words required.
Like the swoosh
is to Nike® or the
Golden Arches to
McDonalds, MHLC
will begin to use
symbols in our
communication
efforts to help you
quickly identify
when news,
information,
events or
activities are
related to HLC.
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Healthier Lafayette
County (HLC) is
a reinstatement
of our long-term
commitments to
our community
in that we will
continue to:
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Protect
and invest in
our community’s
health infrastructure
responsibly.
Advance and increase
the services we offer
in accordance with
community needs and
driven by data.
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Strive to be the region’s
preferred healthcare
employer, investing
in our team’s skills
development.
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Deliver the highest
quality of care and
service to all
those we
serve.
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Healthier Lafayette County is
All of Us—Together.
A healthy community is not
achieved by one thing or
through the efforts of a sole
organization.

The healthiest rural
communities in the
United States have strong
relationships and coalitions
with community partners and
stakeholders. In Lafayette
County, MHLC is fortunate to
have strong bonds with our
Public Health Department and
The Manor, our community’s
long-term skilled
care facility.

With the formation of the new
Lafayette County EMS, we will
now be working to build a highperforming ambulance service,
building on the foundation and
commitments of volunteer first
responders who’ve bravely
served in the past.
Although MHLC will lead HLC,
it is driven with the vision
to engage a wide range of
community stakeholders,
including more coordinated
efforts with our schools, faithbased organizations, local
business, and those who have
ideas to help every person in
Lafayette County have access
to the services they need to
survive and thrive.
HealthierLC.org

Why the new url?
With the launch of Healthier
Lafayette County, we’ve taken on a new
website address. You can still find us at
memorialhospitaloflafayettecounty.org,
and you can visit us at HealthierLC.org.

Stay tuned for more helpful
information and content!
HealthierLC.org

New Ambulance Service

Emergency medical
services (EMS) provide
emergency medical
care to individuals who
have had a sudden
or serious injury or
illness, or who have
suffered major trauma.
Access to EMS is critical
for rural residents,
without exception or
interruption, which
is why the Lafayette
County Board of
Supervisors have
approved a plan to
develop a CountyOwned, hospital
operated EMS agency
to serve all of Lafayette
County, and to support
municipalities within
the county operating
their own ambulance
service.
MHLC is pleased to
announce that The
Paramedic Foundation,
a nationally recognized
a 501c3 non-profit
organization, will
help guide the county
through the process
of developing a highquality, community
focused EMS
department.
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Reflections of

2020

For all of us, the year 2020 has put into greater
focus just how essential access to healthcare is for
our rural community and the significant role your local
health system plays in our communities’ economic viability.
We thought you’d like to know the many ways MHLC works
toward a healthier Lafayette County. Although some we’ve completed
on our list of things to accomplish may not seem relevant, we want you to know
that we are working every day to make a positive difference in big and small ways too.
• Contract with Neurologist
• Finished construction of Argyle Clinic and
became a Certified Rural Health Clinic (RHC)
• Hired a Licensed Clinical Social Worker for
Primary Care Clinics
• Hired Dr. Hay for Primary Care Clinic

• Hired Vic Toney, PA for orthopedic specialty
clinic
• Implemented telehealth visits
• New Eye Clinic
• Signed Recruitment Agreement with Eamon
Bernardoni for future Orthopedic Services

This newsletter is not intended as a substitute for the medical advice of a licensed medical provider. The reader should regularly consult a licensed medical
provider in matters relating to his/her health and particularly with respect to any symptoms that may require diagnosis or medical attention.
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